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CALL FOR SPEAKERS
THEME:  BEYOND 2020
Are you interested in being a breakout or keynote speaker for the 2020 Western Cities HR Conference?  This conference is being held Oct. 6 to 9, 2020 Kelowna, BC.
Western Cities HR Conference is specifically targeted to HR leaders from municipalities and public service from the 6 western provinces and territories. We are looking for current topics, challenges and skills related to HR that cross provincial boundaries. (Note: Sales pitches for a specific organization or product are not acceptable.)
It is a requirement that all potential speakers complete a speaker’s abstract as this provides all the information we need for our website, speaker engagement letters and program. The speaker abstracts can be downloaded from our website as the files are too big to attach to this email. 
Unfortunately, we only have room for 3 keynote speakers and we try to change these up every year. As such, we have a box to check off if you would like to be considered for a breakout speaker should you not be successful acquiring a Keynote spot. Further because we are on a fixed budget, we humbly ask that each Keynote also do a breakout session on a different topic.
Please include any links to show examples of past speaking engagements/keynote addresses as these, along with your suggested topic, will be important considerations in our selection process.
A couple other things we have found it important to let potential speakers know up front:
1. We try to change the keynotes up and are unlikely to bring back a keynote we have had in the past 4 conferences. We may however be interested in a breakout presentation from a past keynote if that works for you.
1. The breakout speakers will receive a $500 stipend for expenses per session in lieu of a speakers fee. This will be paid after the event upon receipt of your invoice.
1. Speakers also have the ability to waive their speaker stipend and  be recognized as a sponsor of the event instead.  
1. Speakers will receive lunch and/or breakfast complimentary the day of your presentation to allow you the opportunity to network with conference delegates. 
1. There is a discounted rate for speakers who would like to attend the entire conference.
1. Speakers will also be given the opportunity to provide handouts and swag for the delegate bags or door prizes. 

Speaker abstracts can be downloaded from www.westerncitiesconference.com. Please return the speakers abstracts as WORD documents to westerncitiesconference@gmail.com.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Speaker abstracts are due Feb. 1, 2020.  The speaker committee will review and we should have a response to you within 8 weeks.  Please email westerncitiesconference@gmail.com if you have any questions. 
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